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however, their despatches from the Crimea
awakened the public conscience, as nothing else
could have done, to the terrible state of the
British wounded. In the middle of October,. The
. Times, after pointing out that the French wounded
were attended by French nuns at base hospitals,
sounded a call for action : " Are there no devoted
women amongst us, able and willing to go forth
to minister to the sick and suffering soldiers of
the East in the hospitals of Scutari ? Are none
of the daughters of England at this extreme hour
of need ready for such a work of mercy. . . .
Must we fall so far below the French in self-
sacrifice and devotedness, in a work which Christ
so signally blesses as done under Himself? * I
was sick and ye visited me.* "
Mention has already been made of the Minister
at War, who was charged with a general super-
vision of expenditure, but not expected to take
any other active part in the direction of the
campaign. When these articles appeared in
The TimeSy in October 1854, the Hon. Sidney
Herbert was Minister at War. Although the
matter was not within his jurisdiction, he deter-
mined that women nurses must be sent to the
British base hospitals established at Scutari, and
he had no difficulty in deciding in his own mind
the right organiser for such an expedition. He
had known Florence Nightingale for years, and
had learned to respect her knowledge and admire
her abilities. Her success in the Home for
Governesses in Harley Street - a success of which